National Congenital CMV Awareness Month

The Department of Health and Human Services has declared the month of June National Congenital CMV Awareness month!   The focus on CMV awareness and education is being observed with special fun events and activities planned and scheduled to take place from coast to coast!   If you live in or near any of cities where these special events are being held, we encourage you to go out and support them!  
So far these are the events we know of ….

The festivities start on the east coast with “FUN DAY” set to take place on June 5 at  Adventureland Amusement Park , Farmingdale, N.Y.   Last year’s event was a huge success so again let’s support the Pickus family’s effort to promote CMV awareness by supporting this event!  For more information email:  Lkelli@aol.com  
The activities continue with the 2nd annual STOP CMV Day at Chase Field in Phoenix, Arizona.   On Sunday, June 13 the National League team the Phoenix Diamondbacks take on the Houston Astros for an exciting game of pro baseball.  Special ticket rates for the game are available and a special meet and mingle area for CMV parents and kids is planned.  Ticket price includes raffles for Diamondback tickets, STOP CMV t-shirts, gift cards, and more!   For more information contact Heather Key, CMV mom and STOP CMV area representative at:  heather@stopcmv.org 

Later next month, the Brendan B. McGinnis Foundation is sponsoring the first annual "Making Tracks Together”.   This event is a gathering of families with children affected by congenital CMV.  The event is being held in Kansas City, Kansas at the Great Wolf Lodge June 24 – 27.  This four day event will combine networking among families and information sharing as well as tons of FUN!  For more details and information contact Brendan’s mom at:  mcginnis@cmvfoundation.org 

Wrapping up CMV Awareness Month the Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, Georgia is holding  “CDC’s  Congenital CMV Awareness Day on June 29.  This one day conference will highlight the current research done in the area of CMV vaccine, current treatments, as well as presentations given by CMV parents and grass roots activists.   Dr. Gail Demmler Professor of Pediatrics at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston and Director of the National Congenital CMV Disease Registry and CMV researcher will give a talk on “Outcomes and Treatment  for Children with Congenial CMV” .   
If you are reading this list of CMV Awareness Month events and know of others, please let us know so we can post and spread the word! 
BE CMV AWARE!
